
 

 

                                                      

8TH GRADE EXPLORERS HANDBOOK 

WELCOME TO 8
TH

 GRADE! 
 

 

Explorers 

Mrs. Hughes – Math 

Mr. Schaffer – Social Studies 

Mrs. Parker – Science 

Mrs. James– ELA 

Mr. Yancey – Pathways 

 

GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES: 

 

 

EXPECTATIONS: 

      
      A.  Be on time (tardy policy follows).  Be in your seat ready to begin class when the bell rings.         

B.  Bring necessary materials to class with you.  

C. Follow individual classroom teachers’ procedures. 

 

 

TARDY POLICY 

 
1st Tardy:  Warning. 

2nd Tardy:  15-minute detention with the teacher. 

3rd Tardy:  30-minute detention with the teacher. 

4th Tardy (or more):  Office referral. 

 

Tardies are recorded by quarter. 

 

DISCIPLINE POLICY 

 
1st OFFENSE—Conference with teacher at which time problem will be discussed and action decided upon.   

 

2nd OFFENSE—Conference with the student, parent notified, and a detention will be assigned.  

 

3rd OFFENSE— Team conference with the student, parent notified, and a detention will be assigned.  

 

4TH OFFENSE—Incident report completed and sent to office. 

 

Any extremely disruptive or disrespectful behavior may result in an immediate office referral. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Students are expected to treat others with respect and kindness at all times. Students should keep their hands and personal 

belongings to themselves.  Regardless of the relationship of the individuals, disrespect or any actions that can be 

construed as bullying will result in a disciplinary action.  

 

GRADING SCALE 

 
 A+ 100 97.55 

 A 97.54 92.55 

 A- 92.54 89.55 

 B+ 89.54 86.55 

 B 86.54 82.55 

 B- 82.54 79.55 

 C+ 79.54 76.55 

 C 76.54 72.55 

 C- 72.54 69.55 

 D+ 69.54 66.55 

 D 66.54 62.55 

 D- 62.54 59.55 

 F 59.54 0 

 

AGENDAS 

 
Each student will receive an agenda. Agendas are useful organizational tools.  Agendas may also be used as a method of 

communication between parents and teachers.  Students will be required to have agendas in every class so they can fill in 

all assignments, and we encourage parents to stress the importance of using this organizational tool. Students and Parents 

will also be able to utilize the online agenda daily. The student agendas also contain the seven student hall passes allowed 

for each quarter.  

 

MAKE UP WORK - ABSENCES 

 
The building policy for make up work for excused absences is:  

 

Students are allowed two days after returning to school for each day absent to hand in work.  For example, if a student 

misses school on Monday, s/he has Tuesday and Wednesday to make up that work which would be due on Thursday. 

 

It is the student’s responsibility to find out what assignment(s) was (were) missed on the online agenda the day of the 

absence or upon returning to school.  All assignments are posted on the agenda and most copies needed are on 

Blackboard.   

 
If your student has been, or will be, absent for an excused reason, s/he will have an opportunity to make up missed work.  

Depending on circumstances, three options for making up work exist. 

 

Option #1:  With 2 or 3 days of notice, students may get homework in advance. Under this option all work is due upon 

the student's return to school. 

 

Option #2: During the absence, check the online Egenda and Blackboard for each class to get missing work. 

 

Option #3: Students receive their makeup work when they return to school and have two days (for each day missed) to 

make up their work. 

 



 

 

Arrangements should be made with the teacher to make up tests that are missed.  These should be made up before or after 

school within two days of returning to school. 

 

 

LATE WORK  

 

If turned in later than the time of assignment collection, the student will be docked up to 10%. If the student turns in the 

homework after that, s/he can be docked up to 50% of the total possible score on the assignment plus additional 

percentages made for mistakes and/or incomplete work. It is recommended they stay after school the day the assignment 

was due.  

 

 

OTHER  POLICIES 

 
Electronic reading devices may be used at the discretion of the teacher. Students and parents should understand that they 

are bringing these devices of their own accord and the school is not responsible for any loss or damages that may incur.  

 

All drinks, except for water, in a clear container, will be prohibited in the hallways and classrooms. Peanut-free and tree 

nut-free healthy snacks will be allowed during 4th hour at the teacher’s discretion.  

 

MTMS BYOD Policy 2018-2019 
 

Students are allowed to use devices in the hallways and at lunch.  Students must comply with the acceptable use policy signed at the 

beginning of the year.  Devices are strictly prohibited in restrooms and locker rooms.  Classroom use will be up to each teacher and 

based on instructional activities. 

 

In each class, when phones are not to be used, students need to have devices away or… 

1st infraction:  The student will be asked to put their device away. 

2nd infraction:  Teacher retains the device and students may get their device at the end of the hour or end of the day. 

3rd infraction:   Parent notified and Office referral (at this time, students may have to turn in their device every day in the office) 

 

We hope this outline of 8th grade procedures will be helpful to you. We strongly believe that education is a joint 

effort between teachers, parents, and students.  Please feel free to contact us at 422-1100. We are looking 

forward to a successful and rewarding year! 

 

 

We encourage you to keep the copy of these procedures for future reference. 

 

 
 



 

 

8th Grade American History  Ross Schaffer  rschaffer@usd232.org 

 

Course Description 

This course examines the history of the United States from the American Revolution through Civil War and 

Reconstruction to America’s rise to prominence after 1900. Key people will be examined, along with political, 

military, scientific, and social developments of each era.  

 

Major Units of Study:  Topics within the Unit: 

Prologue – Setting the Scene  Exploration, Colonization of America. 

Unit 1 – Establishing America  Independence, Articles of Confederation; Constitution. 

Unit 2 – Regionalism and Expansion  Movement West and Removal; Sectionalism; Slavery. 

Unit 3 – March to War  Popular Sovereignty; Expansion of Slavery. 

Unit 4 – Towards a More Perfect Union  The American Civil War; Reconstruction. 

Unit 5 – The Rise of America  Economic Expansion and the Rise of Industry. 

 

Course Expectations- All rules and procedures can be covered with these three statements. 

 Be Respectful of everyone in our class and school through words and actions. 

 Be Responsible for yourself and your learning, as well as the learning of others in our shared class. 

 Be Safe in creating a positive, inclusive learning environment that is open to all. 

 

3-Ring Binder:  

Students need a 3-ring binder with dividers, paper, and storage pockets that should be used to help organize 

their classes in 8th grade.  Do not throw away anything you get or do in this class!  In case of questions on grades 

it is easy to fix if you can produce the graded task. 

 

Grades: Grades in U.S. History have two components – academic knowledge and academic behavior.   

 

Academic knowledge:  This pertains to the mastery of Social Studies information and skills mandated by the 

State of Kansas.  Evaluations of academic knowledge are expressed in the typical letter grades seen in a grade 

report or transcript.   They approximate a student’s relative mastery of history information and skills developed 

over time.  Examples include test scores, project grades, and task evaluations.  Students are expected to 

demonstrate a minimum level of mastery on all of these tasks (typically between 70% and 90% depending upon 

the task).  Failure to demonstrate the appropriate level of mastery on these tasks results in student reflection, 

some re-teaching of content and skills, and eventually re-assessment until mastery is adequately demonstrated. 

 

 

Grading system:  The student’s grade will be assessed using the following grade breakdown. 

 

 40% - Lab.       Assignments and projects 

 

 15% - General Points.   Bell work and general participation in discussion and group activates 

 

 45% - Summative.      Tests/quizzes 

 

Test re-takes: Students who receive below a 70% on tests and quizzes have the option for re-takes.  The typical 

procedure is that the student will stay after school on an assigned day to reflect and correct test questions.  When 

students make test corrections it is required that they explain in written form why they are making a change to 

the answer the previously put down.  Students can receive up to a 70% on their corrected test. 



 

 

 

Late work: Students are expected to turn in all assignments on time and on the expected day.  Generally, 

students will have enough time in class to complete the work so assigned homework will be a rarity.  Points will 

be deducted for missing or late work.  My policy for late work is as followed, for every day missing 10% will be 

deducted every day up to a maximum of 5 days (50%). After the five days, the best score that a student can 

receive on an assignment is 50%.    Students will always have the option and ability to turn in late work up until 

the end of the quarter. 

 

 

Academic Behavior: Discussion is encouraged so our class will seldom be a quiet place – my general approach 

is that the more the students talk the more that they are learning.  I want students to be engaged with the learning 

and be willing to question the material and relate it to the world today. We will typically use many cooperative 

learning strategies in class, including act-it-outs, group presentations, group discussions, general debate, and 

Socratic seminars.  We are only a quiet room for assessments or during some work times. 

 

Please refer to my school website to stay up to date on what we are doing in class, to post on message boards, to 

connect with class content, to access helpful links, and to get information on missing work. 

 

I am looking forward to a great year! 

Ross Schaffer 

 

Contact information: 

Ross Schaffer 

rschaffer@usd232.org 

(913) 422-1100 x2715 
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Pathways 2018-19      
 

 

 
Major Areas of Focus 

Project-Based Learning 
Welcome to the inaugural year of 8th Grade Pathways.  Primarily, Pathways is a Project-Based Learning class in which you will 

participate, complete, and share highly-engaging projects that center on real world experiences. Each project will have a specific 21st 

Century Learning focus such as creativity, critical thinking, collaboration, and communication.  Although each quarter’s project has a 

specific focus and follows Kansas learning standards, you and your classmates will be given choice over the path each project will 

take.  Each quarter’s project is featured in the schedule below. 

 

Project-Based Learning Schedule 
Quarter Topic  Focus 

Quarter 1 Product Design and Marketing  Creativity 

Quarter 2 Documentary Filmmaking  Communication 

Quarter 3 Step Out of Apathy Research  Critical Thinking 

Quarter 4 Start your Own Business  Collaboration 

 

Career Pathways Exploration 
Another component of Pathways will focus on exploring your future.  During 1st Semester, you will participate in activities in an on-

line program called Career Cruising that will assist you in creating your Individual Plan of Study (IPS).  Your IPS will serve as a guide 

to help you make decisions for high school, college, and your future career and is considered a “best practice” for districts and can help 

all Kansas students obtain a suitable vision of their path toward college and career readiness.  The IPS is addressed as part of the 

“Career Awareness and Guidance” criteria in Kansas’ accreditation model (KESA).  After creating your IPS, in 2nd Semester, we will 

work on practical skills that will help you find success in the future. 

 

Independent Project Exploration 

 First Semester: You will complete one Genius Hour project during 1st Semester.  Genius Hour is a time 

where you choose a topic, research your topic, create a product, and share what you learned with your 

classmates in a formal presentation.  The focus of Genius Hour is for you to explore a topic that you are 

passionate about and learn something new about that topic or area.  Although Genius Hour’s intention is to 

truly engage you to learn because your topic will be of high-interest, it will be a highly structured time 

with established learning outcomes.  Genius Hour will be held on Fridays. If you are absent for any reason, 

you are expected to make up your Genius Hour time at home or after school hours.  

 Second Semester: During 2nd Semester, you primarily will be investigating community service 

opportunities and actually participating in community service within the school or school community.  The 

goal is for you to have an increased appreciation for your community and to value service. 

 
General Information 

E-Portfolio 
Throughout the school year, you will be developing an e-portfolio where you will showcase all your projects from Pathways as well as 

pertinent projects and work from other classes that highlight your accomplishments.  Your e-portfolio also will describe your goals, 

qualities, experiences outside of the classroom, etc., and hopefully, will be a good tool for you to use throughout high school to market 

yourself and your accomplishments. 

  

Mr. Chris Yancey 

 

cyancey@usd232.org Room 203    

   



 

 

Assessment 
You will be graded on all three major areas of Pathways: Individualized Plan of Study (IPS) Career Cruising Work, Quarterly Project-

Based Learning (PBL) Projects, and your Individual Project Exploration creations. Each project will be scored with specific rubrics.  

Each quarter’s PBL project will be scored according to the 21st Century Skills Standards’ Rubrics and will focus on one or more of the 

4C’s of learning (Creativity, Communication, Critical Thinking, and Collaboration).  The major assessment will come when you 

complete your projects and present them, and typically, that will come at the end of each quarter.  Consequently, it is imperative that 

you are not late to complete any project.  Throughout each quarter, you will be assessed with various checkpoints and activities to 

ensure you are on track to complete each project and learning essential skills on time.  All Pathways’ standards can be found on my 

Blackboard page. 

      

Materials 
Pathways is a technology-based course, so the main item that you will need each day will be your student laptop which will be stored in 

the classroom.  Any other materials or technology will be determined as needed.  Although not required, flash (thumb) drives are 

always useful when using technology and you always are welcome to bring your own tablet or laptop from home.   

 

Expectations 
 Best Effort 

 Respectful of Everyone and their Ideas 

 Open Mind 

 Managing Time Wisely 

 Listening to Everyone 

 Patience 

 Creativity 

 Collaboration 

 Fun 

 

Late/Missing Work 
As with any core class, late work will result in a 10% reduction in your grade the first day it is late and up to 50% off for any late days 

after the first day.  More so than in other classes, because Pathways is project-based, there will not be as many daily assignments as in 

other classes.  However, it is extremely important that you do not fall behind because each project is substantial and can impact your 

grade greatly.  Because each project will be due toward the end of each quarter, you will not have built-in time to be late.  Plus, 

meeting scheduled deadlines is a real-world skill that you must master to have future success.  You will have one make-up day for each 

excused absence.  If you ever fall behind, it is highly advised that you stay after school.  All teachers are required to stay after school 

until 3:35, and there will be at least one teacher each day that will allow you to work in their room after school. 

 

Plagiarism Policy 
Plagiarism is against the law.  Yeah, really.  There will be times in Pathways and in life when you can use others’ information, but you 

must document where you received that information.  Honest mistakes happen, but any blatant copying of others’ work or information 

will result in a zero and parent notification on the first offense.  You will be required to do the assignment again without plagiarizing to 

improve your grade.  On the second offense, you will be referred to the office.  Trust is an important characteristic to maintain your 

integrity. 

 

Bring your Own Device (BYOD) 
You are not required to have your own device, but you are welcome to bring a phone, laptop or tablet each class period to Pathways.  

We will have the laptops on most days anyways, but you may bring your own device as long as it is used for educational purposes 

and when permitted to do so.  Any violation of this policy may result in consequences that will prohibit you from using your device, 

parent notification, and/or office referrals.  I am pretty flexible on allowing your devices, so it would be appreciated if you would not 

take advantage of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Mrs. Hughes ~ Math 
 

Math 8 is designed to prepare students with a solid foundation of Algebra and 

Geometry concepts.  The Carnegie math book series is designed to challenge 

students with upper level thinking to grasp the “why” behind the math in order 

to perform skills for problem solving. 

 

Course Topics: 

Number Sense ~ Expressions and Equations ~ Stats and Probability ~Functions ~ Geometry 

Contact Information:  
Mrs. Carly Hughes 

chughes@usd232.org 

913-422-1100 ext. 5267 

 

 

 

Available: 
Before school: 7:35-7:55 (except for Tuesday 

when I have duty) 

1st hour plan  

After school: 3:00-3:35 

 

Class Guidelines:  
Be respectful 

Be responsible 

Be prepared 

Be positive 

Be safe 

 

General Daily Agenda: 
Bellwork 

Check homework 

Present new material 

Practice/assign homework 

Wrap-up 

 

Quarter Grades: 
Daily work, homework and projects: 50% 

Assessments (quizzes and tests): 50% 
 

Materials to bring to class DAILY: 
Pencils – students must write assignments and tests in pencil 

Pens-students must grade assignments in pen  

Paper-loose leaf or a notebook 

Binder-sections should include: Bellwork, Notes, Vocab, Assignments, and Extra Info 

Math Book-students must use one of their quarter passes to return to their locker after the bell rings to retrieve a 

book or other materials 
 

Homework: 
Most homework assignments reflect the activity we do in class that day.  Notes from class and problems from 

the book can be referred to when doing homework. All work should be neat and legible or it could be counted 

incorrect.  Students will grade most of their own assignments in pen.  This allows for students to find errors in 

their work and reflect on how to correct their mistakes.  If a student has a pencil in their hand while it is time for 

the class to grade an assignment, the student will receive 50% off on that assignment and will not be allowed to 

redo the assignment. Some homework assignments will be graded on completion and others on accuracy.  

Corrections can be done on any assignment for full credit if assignment was handed in on time.  ALL 

mailto:chughes@usd232.org


 

 

INFORMATION FOR THE BOOK AND RELATED ASSIGNMENTS ARE ONLINE!  To access the book 

online: register as a student at http://resources.carnegielearning.com using the school name and by creating a password. 

More information is found on my blackboard page. 

 

Other policies: 
ALL daily work and homework will be returned to the student to keep for final reviews and if ever they have a 

question regarding their grade.  I will keep tests and quizzes. 

 

If a student receives below a 70% on a test, the student can make arrangements before or after school to review 

the material with Mrs. Hughes and then make corrections on the test.  The student will receive half points up to 

a 70% on the test after corrections. Students will only have one week after the test to complete these corrections 

and they all must be done at school.   

 

See team policies for specific details about tardies, absences, late work, electronic devices, 

food/drink. 
 

Students’ grades can be checked on Skyward at any time and are updated several times a week. Feel free to call 

anytime with questions and/or concerns!  I’m looking forward to a great year! 
 

Mrs. Carly Hughes 
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SCIENCE: Earth and Space  
Course Philosophy 

Students will broaden their Science knowledge with a year of study in Earth Science. They 

will learn through a series of lectures, discussions, videos, labs, and projects. Students will use 

many strategies (observation, inquiry, scientific method, etc.) to gain an understanding of how Earth Science 

relates to their lives. 

 

Objectives 

Students will: 

1. classify minerals and rocks. 

2. demonstrate the movement of plate tectonics 

3. discover the causes of earthquakes and volcanoes. 

4. understand types of weathering and soil formation 

5. compare the types of erosion and deposition. 

6. explore the differences of fresh and ocean water. 

7. compare the structure of the atmosphere. 

8. understand the different types of weather and climates. 

9. discover the formation of the solar system, planets and the universe. 

 

Textbooks: Students will have 4 consumable textbooks throughout the year.They are able to write 

in these and use as they choose. They are responsible for having their textbooks in class each day.. 

If they do lose the textbook, they will have to purchase a new one. These are the books you can 

expect to see them using this year and the units taught in each book. 

 

1. Earth’s Structure: minerals, rocks, plate tectonics, earthquakes, and volcanoes 

2. Earth’s Surface: topographic mapping, fossils record, weathering, soil formation, erosion, 

deposition,  

3. Water and the Atmosphere: fresh water, ocean water, atmosphere, weather, and climate 

4. Astronomy: solar system, planets, universe beyond 

 

Class Guidelines/Student Responsibilities:  

1. Follow the safety rules in the science classroom. 

2. Bring all necessary materials to class each day. 

3. All homework assignments must be completed. 

4. Students are only to have devices in the classroom when instructionally appropriate. Devices are not 

to be used for social media, texting, or to play games. 

5. Follow the school guidelines on BYOD. 

 
 

 

 

 

Grades 

Test & Quizzes 50% 

Labs & Activities 40% 

Homework  10% 

 
 



 

 

English Language Arts 

Mrs. Leigh Ann James 
 

You will be successful in ELA if you… 

 Come to class ready to learn, have fun, read, and write! 

 Come to class prepared with both your supplies and a positive attitude.  

 Respect yourself, your elders, your peers, your environment, and your education. 

 Give your best effort! 
 

Course Objectives: 

1. Students will read, comprehend, analyze, and respond to literature and informational text types. 

2. Students will learn to understand unfamiliar words using context clues. 

3. Students will use technology to enhance communications.  

4. Students will draw conclusions between class discussions and real life situations. 

5. Students will become more proficient authors, focusing on narrative, expository, and persuasive writing. 

6. Students will gain confidence in the areas of speaking and listening. 
 

Materials Needed: (These should be with students every day.) 

*Pencil(s) and/or Pen 

*Highlighters 

*1-inch binder with 5 page dividers  

*Loose leaf notebook paper 

*Agenda/Planner (bring to class daily) 
 

Class Guidelines: 

1. Respect yourself (You are valuable and worth the effort!) 

2. Respect your elders (Your parents and educators care about you and your education. We work together for your benefit.) 

3. Respect your education (You deserve a quality education, so do your part and have fun!) 

4. Respect your peers (Everyone has something to offer.  So, be nice, help each other, and treat others the way you’d like to be 

treated.) 

5. Respect your environment (Live gratefully and take care of things.) 
 

Student Responsibilities:   

 Give your best effort in all that you do. 

 I do not allow grades of “zero” on any task.  If a task is assigned, it is a requirement.  Students will be asked to stay after for 

academic pm if they need extra time to complete an assignment.  These sessions will occur until the assignment is complete.  

Students will be asked to contact parents to arrange transportation.  During class, I will not be able to conference with parents 

until my plan time or after school.  I prefer not to make these sessions detentions, but that is also an option should students 

not comply with expectations. 

 Printing:  Your assignment needs to be printed before class begins.   

 If you are absent, it is your responsibility to collect your missed assignments and notes.  Assignments from this week, last 

week, and even next week are listed on the board. 

 Follow all BYOD guidelines.  Computers are available or students may utilize a device of their own.  They are responsible for 

keeping track of and caring for all personal belongings. Students are expected to use all technology for academic purposes 

only and only at times designated by me in the ELA classroom.  Phones are to be silenced during class time to avoid 

disrupting learning time.  Texting will be allowed before or after class, but not during.  In case of emergency, parents should 

contact the office and staff will relay the message. 
 

Themes:  Each of the following themes is accompanied by literature and non-fiction selections: 

1. Coming of Age   2. Perseverance 

3. Morality   4. Oppression 
 

Novels that may be used for study: 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

The Call of the Wild by Jack London 



 

 

The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 

The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass 

Fourth quarter, students will conduct literature circles. Possible choices: 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 

Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli 

The Berlin Boxing Club by Robert Sharenow 

All But My Life by Gerda Weissmann Klein 

Surviving Hitler by Andrea Warren 

Refugee by Alan Gratz 

Unlikely Warrior by Georg Rauch 
 

Grading Guidelines: 

Assessments:  30% 

Participation:  10% 

Assignments:  50% 

General Points (Book Clubs):  10% 
 

Book Club requirements: 

I ask students to read regularly and want them to enjoy doing so.  The requirement per quarter is 300 pages or more for fiction, 100 

pages or more for non-fiction books, or 10 or more articles.  Students will receive grades within the General Points category for this on-

going activity. 
 

Contact Information: 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to email me. 

Best times to contact by phone:  7:55-8:45 am or 3:05-3:30 

Mrs. Leigh Ann James 

ljames@usd232.org 

913-422-1100   

My Blackboard site can be accessed through https://usd232.blackboard.com/.  

 

I am looking forward to another wonderful year at Monticello Trails Middle School! 

Mrs. Leigh Ann James 
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